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7O : The Attormey Gemeral DATE: August 25, 1954
FROM: Director, FBI

SUBJECT: RFFECT OF RECYFROCAL RADIO AGREEMEKRTS
SECURITY OF UNITED STATES

The Cemtrel Intelligence Agercy (CIA) hae expresseld interest
iv establishing reciyrosel egreements vwith certain foreign govermmexts .
vhereby the CIA cculd imstall a redio station 1n a foreign cowmtry ent ]
that ecuntry would have tha right to establish redio facilities im its -
establishment in the United States. The CIA points out that limited :
reciproeal rights would be peagotiated with a fev select foreign governm-
wants when deemsd ¢o de in the best intercet of the United Etates. i

The CIS cells attention to the nesd of the United States for
reliable, secure awl rapid commmications et all times with its repre-
seutatives ebroed for diploastic and lutelligenee purposes. It also
vas pointed out by the CIA that the Federal Comuumications Act of
193 prohibits grenting reciprocal radioc rights to foreign govermments and
infileates thet some chazmges Un this Act might be desirable. This Bureau's
coxments were sclicited by the CIA comcerning this reeiprocal rafic rights

proposal .

It i= our position thol sueh reeiproesl nts would werk

to the great disadvantege of the United States. s obvious that

such radio facilities sat wp iu am officiel or quasi-officlal esteb-

lishweni of a fovelgn govermwent would be used extensively by thet | W
goverrment "o intelligenee serviece ao well ep by its diplomatic s g

In the event of sn emergerey involving the United Stotes and a fore

govermmont hoving such radle rights, the United States would be inm me «g
pesition to control the ccemunications of that foreliga govermeent.

1% olso must be realized that redio tranemiseions can be sent ]
et such o high vate of spesd as to make interceptlon most difficult.

Even when prover imterception is effected, the time-consuming problem of l W
deciphornert vemains with mo gunraxtes of suececess. It is believed | . W,

that the swount of radio traeffic resulting therefyon would be consider-
able.

Tee obpervation by the CIA that limited weciprocal vighte '
vould be megotieted with e few select foreign govermments, when desmed ; ;
to be 11 the best interest of the Ualted States, hes merit, but it also «FMM ?
sust be considered that im the fleld of irternational effalrs, & friexdly w
ration todey is uot weecesserily o deperflable ally tomorzovw. It ie Delt W
that sueh reciprocal rafio egreewmentc permlitting foreign govermments to
operate radic fecilitles in the Unitel States vwould 244 considerably to l‘ IS
the imtermel securily preblens alvesly facing United States domestic
intelligenes cgensies.
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For remsous set out herein, this Burean is opposed to such
reciprocal redio sgreements ani has s0 advieed the Central Memgmg

Ageney.

It is our feeling that you would be irterested in this CIA /9 |
proposal as vell as iu our ecemenis as to the possible sdverse effests . ~
such reeiprocal radio egresmonts would have on the iaternral security ' o

of the Unitel 8tales.

1 - Mr. William P. Rogers
Deputy Attorney Cemeral

1 - Assistant Attormey Gemsral
Willism P. Tempkins
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